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Huston Combs Sally Foster Diana Martin

Gwen Mathews  Grady McGrannahan

CONVENTION DEPUTY

Penny Cox Caywood Prewitt
Barrie Hart Sarah Reeves
Marc Mathews Brandl Skirvin

Tracey Meyers Jim Ware



HUSTON COMBS

| ABOUT ME
My wife Sarah and | are parents to Tom (18) and
Patrick (16). We have two bird dogs, June and
Turtle. When | am not enjoying life at home, | am
often riding on or tinkering with a bicycle. Having
| practiced law for 14 years at Christ Church’s
downtown neighbor (the firm of Gess, Mattingly
&amp; Atchison), | have spent the last eight years
employed in the financial sector at Dupree Mutual
Funds. In recent years, | have also served as treasurer for several political
campaigns and for a nonprofit organization.

MY INVOLVEMENT AND FAITH

Sarah and | were welcomed to Christ Church while awaiting the birth of our
oldest son, whose Easter Vigil baptism in 2008 coincided with my own. Since
that time, | have served Christ Church as an usher, middle school Sunday School
class leader, and Vestry member. For the past several years, | have served on
the Endowment Committee and headed the sound ministry. You can often find
me perched behind the sound board in the balcony.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

| am proud to be part of a vibrant church family whose doors are open to everyone.
Through my commitment to Christ Church and her ministries, | hope to deepen
that spirit of welcome and service to community. My years practicing law and
working with financial markets have given me the experience to resolve issues,
crunch numbers, and work with others toward shared goals; however, the best
attribute that | can bring to Vestry is a deep commitment to the ongoing welfare
ofChrist Church.




SALLY FOSTER

ABOUT ME
Lexington has been my home for over 25 years. | grew up in
Cleveland, OH and moved to Kentucky for graduate school.
| attended Asbury Theological Seminary where | earned
a Master of Arts in Counseling. My professional life has
focused on higher education and more specifically on career
counseling. | first worked as the director of career services
for Asbury University and then diversified my experience by
working at the University of Kentucky (UK). While being at
UK, I have had the pleasure of serving as the director of MBA Career Services and the founding
director of the Graham Office of Career Management within the Gatton College of Business
and Economics. | then became the founding director of the Center for Personal Development
within the Lewis Honors College. My current role is Assistant Dean for the Lewis Honors
College, where | oversee the teams that provide career counseling, leadership development,
well-being programs, and our residential community. | have a daughter and son who are both
in college. Keeping me company at home is my beagle named Dotty. My hobbies include
painting, roller skating, and interior design.

MY INVOLVEMENT AND FAITH

| grew up in the Methodist church and was quite involved because my father served as a pastor
his whole career. My faith is an important component of my life and has impacted the choices
| made in regard to my education, career, and community involvement. Over 20 years ago |
started coming to Christ Church Cathedral annually for the Messiah performance. Three years
ago, during a period of transition in my life, | decided to make Christ Church Cathedral my
church home. | made great connections and friendships in the Cathedral 101 and 201 classes
and decided to become confirmed in the Episcopal church. Since then, | facilitated a couple of
Sunday classes and regularly serve as a greeter and reader for the 11:00 service. | also enjoy
volunteering with the gallery hop events that we host every other month here at the cathedral.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

| feel a strong sense of affiliation and community at the Cathedral. | am so grateful to be part
of a church where | feel like | can be myself and where | am proud to call home. The more
involved | have become, the more fulfilled | am. | welcome the opportunity to serve on the
Vestry and view it as a means to give back to the community that means so much to me. | feel
my background in education administration, program development, and event planning are
relevant to serving on the Vestry. | enjoy being innovative in solving problems and meeting the
needs of the community. If elected, | would be honored to commit to this leadership role.




DIANA MARTIN

ABOUT ME
In October of 2004, | attended the funeral of a
dear friend at Christ Church Cathedral. | had
been “church less” for several years. Suddenly,
even though | was heartbroken at the loss of my
friend, CCC felt like home. | have been attending
since that funeral. Ten years ago, | retired from
i teaching. | taught English Literature, Composition,
and Women and Gender Studies for 30 years at
Bluegrass Community and Technical College. From time to time | also served in
various administrative roles. However, teaching is what | loved.

Prior to his death 10 years ago, | was married to my high school sweetheart for
52 years. It was during that period of raw grief that | experienced what it was like
to be supported by the loving “arms” of Christ Church Cathedral. I'm fortunate to
have two children and five perfect grandchildren.

MY INVOLVEMENT AND FAITH

My first year, | worked with the breakfast team. That helped me get to know folks
in the church. | highly recommend it. | also attended classes and was confirmed
on Easter Eve 2005. | love CCC’s “high church” atmosphere, the music, the
sermons, the accepting, non judgmental atmosphere, and of course the breakfasts.
Over the years, | have completed the Education for Ministry course. In addition,
| was trained as an EFM mentor and served as mentor for three years. Other
duties in the church include serving for two years on the board of the Episcopal
Church Women. My duties included helping to arrange speakers for the monthly
lunch meetings. | have worked at CCC’s booth during Lexington’s annual Pride
Day. Currently, | serve as both chalice bearer and reader at the 8:30 service. |
also enjoy helping with the children’s yearly advent fair. As first alternate in last
year’s Vestry election, | am currently serving on the Vestry due to an unexpected
opening. | enjoy it.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

| come from a long line of folks who believe in serving the church we attend. At my
first visit, Christ Church touched my heart with its exquisite music, the fine historical
building, delicious Sunday breakfast, and most of all the welcoming hospitality and
love for ALL people. It was a perfect fit. It will be an honor if I’'m chosen to be part of
the Vestry. But it is also an honor to have been asked to run for Vestry. Thank you.




GWEN MATHEWS

ABOUT ME

For the last twenty years, | have worked as a Realtor with
Bluegrass Sotheby’s. Prior to my career in real estate, | spent
nearly fifteen years in higher education, working in admissions,
career development, student life, and leadership programming,
as well as serving as Director of Annual Giving and a grant writer
at Transylvania University. | graduated from Transylvania with
degrees in English and Sociology and hold a master’s degree
in Higher Education Administration with a counseling cognate
from the University of South Carolina. My husband, Marc, and | have been married for 30 years, and
we have two adult children who grew up at the Cathedral. I've also been active in several Lexington
organizations, including serving on the boards of the International Book Project and Opportunity
Workshop of Lexington.

MY INVOLVEMENT AND FAITH

It's hard to know where to begin when | think about my life at Christ Church. | came as a child with
my family, received my first communion and confirmation classes with Father McDuffie, served as an
acolyte, was married here, baptized my babies here, and buried my parents from here. One day, my
ashes will be in a little box in the columbarium where all the parties are! Christ Church has been many
things to me over the fifty-plus years I've been a member. In more recent decades, I've served as co-
chair of Stewardship, on the Vestry, as co-chair of Vacation Bible School several times, and with the
Angel Tree ministry. | am perhaps most passionate about children’s (and adults) spiritual formation and
am deeply committed to my work as a Godly Play mentor. | also coordinate our Lay Eucharistic Visitors
trying to live up to our late friend Betty Jo Palmer who brought this important ministry back to life. In
addition | currently serve as a verger and on a pastoral care team. Sometimes | help make breakfast.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

Several years ago, my son—then in a rather argumentative phase—said, “Mom, you only love Christ
Church and being an Episcopalian because it’s all you know.” | wondered if that might be true. But
it isn’t. Over the years, I've had opportunities to visit and worship with friends in many other faith
communities. What | found was that what we have here is truly something special. The walls of Christ
Church may be the same ones | grew up within, but the Cathedral itself has grown and changed,
gathering people who are welcoming, inclusive, and striving to live into God’s call. | care deeply about
the way we care for one another as a church family, and as | grow older, | treasure even more the ways
our community meets us where we are and helps us grow spiritually —at every age. It would have been
easy, at times, to drift away, but what I've received here has far outweighed what I've given. Sometimes
we give; sometimes we receive. If | am called by the people of Christ Church to serve on the Vestry,
I hope to bring not only my professional and educational experience but also a deep sense of joy and
love for this place that has shaped so much of my life.




GRADY MCGRANNAHAN

ABOUT ME
| was born and raised in Reno, Nevada, but spent
childhood summers visiting family in Lexington and
Paducah. | have a Bachelor of Music Education
from Indiana University, a Master of Music from
Northwestern University, and a Doctor of Music
from Florida State University. | was a tenured
music professor at Drake University, where | taught
applied and ensemble music, as well as serving
as the recruiting coordinator, the Faculty Senate, and chairing several search
committees. In 2015, | discovered that | have significant hearing loss, that forced
me to cease performing and teaching music. After serving as a paralegal in a small
real estate and estate planning law firm for five years, | applied to law school.
In 2022, my family and | moved to Lexington, where | attended the University of
Kentucky Rosenberg College of Law. Currently, | am the staff attorney to the Hon.
Judge Thomas L. Travis of the Fayette Circuit Court. | am married to Melissa, a
science teacher at Lafayette High School. Our daughter, Frances Grace, sings in
the Cathedral Choir and dances with the McTeggert Irish Dancers.

MY INVOLVEMENT AND FAITH

| was baptized inthe Presbyterian church and served as a Youth Advisory Delegate
to the 1997 Presbyterian General Assembly. In 2018, we began attending Trinity
Cathedral in Reno, Nevada, and were confirmed into the Episcopal Church the
following year. Upon moving to Lexington in July 2022, we attended our first
service at CCC and have never left. | serve on the breakfast ministry, engage
with the P.O.L.O. group, actively participate in Cathedral 201, have assisted
with the Broadway clean up, and along with Melissa, led a six-week class about
parenting while Christian (a.k.a. “The Poop Class”). This summer, we will serve
as chaperones for the England choir tour.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

From our first Sunday at CCC, the spiritual and musical offerings convinced us
that we had found a new church home. The continued warm embrace of our
fellow parishioners and clergy helped us stay. | would like to sustain CCC’s loving
embrace through service on our Vestry. If selected by you to serve our church and
community, | believe my experiences in academic administrative committees,
real property, gifting, and the legal profession will bring a unique voice to Vestry.




ERIC SUTHERLAND

ABOUT ME
Born and raised in Shelbyville, KY, | moved to
Lexington to attend the University of Kentucky
== Where | earned a BS in Natural Resources
Conservation. I've worked as an ISA Certified
' Arborist in the private sector and have been
proudly serving Lexington and working to preserve
and expand our tree canopy as LFUCG’s Urban
Forester since 2023. As a poet, | am the author of
five books of poetry, with a sixth set to be published in 2026. My last book, Earth
Is My Church, was nominated for the Weatherford Award for Appalachian Book
of the Year. I’'m a member of Urban Forest Initiative, Kentucky Writers and Artists
for Reforestation, Pine Mountain Collective, and Kentucky Writers for Democratic
Action.

MY INVOLVEMENT AND FAITH

My wife, Dr. Holly Barbaccia, and | were looking for a spiritual home for our son
before the pandemic. That crisis sidelined what had been a fairly unsuccessful
attempt. But when Stephen announced in early spring 2022 that he wanted to
sing in a church choir and just weeks later his school music staff referred us to The
Cathedral Choir and the Ballings, our home found us. We attended a rehearsal
where we met those two wonderful mentors and Stephen was invited to stay.
That night we also met Charles and between the warm introductions and the
heavenly singing, we were blown away. Heading toward four years later, | have
been confirmed and Holly and Stephen baptized. | have served as intercessor
and reader, have lead two forums, served as parent chaperone every summer for
choir camp, made the trip to Chester, England with the Choir, and am a member
of the Music Council.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

Christ Church has been such a blessing for me and my family. The community
is loving, caring, interesting, and above all, real. | avoided church for most of
my life for many reasons, but have found a place where good people walk the
walk for love, justice, and peace everyday. The word of God is alive here. | have
felt called to serve this wonderful community in whatever ways | can, and if so
elected, will proudly represent Christ Church Cathedral and work to ensure our
ministries grow and thrive.




YOUR CURRENT &
RETIRING VESTRY
MEMBERS

YOUR CURRENT & CONTINUING VESTRY MEMBERS

Sam Carneal
Penny Cox
Brandl| Skirvin
Elizabeth Woodward
Tim Alford
John Brice
Amberlee Fay
Beth Prewitt

YOUR VESTRY MEMBERS RETIRING

Rick Anderson
Russ Jarvis
Diana Martin
Lynne Slone




MEMBERS,
PLEASE VOTE!

VOTING

The by-laws of Christ Church Cathedral provide:

* Eligible voters are: baptized, confirmed or received communicants
16 years or older; on the parish roll for at least 6 months; regular
contributors to the support of the parish & who are not in arrears in their

pledge.
Voting will begin at 8:00 am on Sunday, December 7 and continue
throughout the morning until 1 hour after the conclusion of the 11:00

service.
HOW TO VOTE

Vestry Elections. Each eligible voter will vote for four Vestry members.
The four with the most votes will begin their service in January.

Convention Deputy Nominees. Each eligible voter will vote for four
Convention Deputies. The four with the most votes become Deputies.

Voting for less or more than four Vestry candidates
AND less or more than four Deputy candidates
renders your ballot VOID.




